Purification of murine Kupffer cells by centrifugal elutriation.
Procedures to reproducibly obtain pure preparations of murine Kupffer cells are described. Pure Kupffer cell preparations obtained following collagenase digestion, metrizamide separation and centrifugal elutriation remained viable and maintained their phagocytic functions for at least 4-5 days in vitro. Furthermore, we determined the feasibility of extracting RNA from Kupffer cells obtained immediately following elutriation and after 2 and 4 days of culture in vitro. These RNA extracts were used to determine the level of cytokine gene expression in Kupffer cells.